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Beyond the Basics: Integrating Conservation into Our Communities

The Conservation Foundation Presents Sept. 10 Seminar to Address Top Challenges 

NAPERVILLE, Ill. (July 31, 2008) – Conservation design is a cornerstone of sustainable development, yet implementation can be hindered by concerns over proper techniques, success rates and return on investment. To promote collaboration to protect, restore and expand natural resources even as development occurs, The Conservation Foundation presents “Beyond the Basics: Integrating Conservation in our Communities.” The seminar will be held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2008, at Waubonsee Community College, Route 47 at Waubonsee Drive, Sugar Grove, Ill., 60554.
The day-long seminar is designed for elected officials, plan commissioners, planners, public works managers, engineers, developers and real estate professionals. They’ll receive tools and resources to integrate conservation design principles and stormwater best management practices (BMPs) into our communities, as well as successfully advocate for the process.  

In addition to conserving land and preserving rivers and streams, promotion of sustainable development is a priority of The Conservation Foundation. “Conservation and development are not mutually exclusive – they can work in tandem to improve communities,” said Brook McDonald, president and CEO. 

Conservation design incorporates the natural landscape and ecology of a development site and facilitates development while maintaining valuable natural features and functions. The main principles include flexibility in site design and lot size, thoughtful protection and management of natural areas, reduction of impervious surface areas and sustainable stormwater management.
The seminar will kick off with a “Conservation Design Primer” session, outlining basic objectives, principles and misconceptions. “The Ins & Outs of Conservation Design” will then feature 30-minute presentations on design, stormwater best management practices, marketability and the political environment. 
 A panel discussion will be held during lunch to explore “Key Issues to Integrating Conservation Design.” Presentations will feature industry experts including engineering, planning, development and local government representatives, and will be followed by a Q&A session.
Afternoon breakout sessions feature the theme “How to Become a Champion of Conservation Design” Organized under Education and Ordinances & Implementation banners. Education-related sessions include: “Steps to Public Acceptance of Natural Areas”; “Short & Long-Term Management of Natural Areas”; and “Championing Conservation Design in Your Community.” Ordinances & Implementation-related breakout sessions include: “Putting Conservation Design & BMPs in Local Ordinances”; “BMP Maintenance Strategies”; and a panel discussion, “Integrating Community Education.” The day will conclude with a case study on the conservation-focused Grayslake, Ill., Prairie Crossing development, and closing remarks. 
The day will start with introductions by The Conservation Foundation’s McDonald; Dr. Christine Sobek, Waubonsee Community College; and Rich Guerard, Northern Illinois Homebuilders Association. Session leaders and presenters include: Phil Stuepfert, SEC Group; Jason Navota, Conservation Design Forum; Steve Wise, Center for Neighborhood Technology; Michael Robbins, The Taurean Group, LLC; Michael McCoy, former chair of the Kane County Board; Tyson Warner, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning; Carl Peterson, ENCAP, Inc.; Dennis Dreher, Cowhey Gudmundson Leder, Ltd.; John Wills, Christopher B. Burke Engineering West, Ltd.; Juli Crane, Planning Resources Inc.; Jim Knudsen, Village of Carol Stream Public Works Department; Jack Porter, Conservare; Barb Wheeler, McHenry County Board; Bob Newport, USEPA, Jim Celano, Geneva Lakes Conservancy; Lisa Haderlein, The Land Conservancy of McHenry County; Dan Lobbes, The Conservation Foundation; and Michael Sands, Prairie Crossing. 
The seminar is a collaborative effort between The Conservation Foundation and the Northern Illinois Home Builders Association, supported by the Chaddick Institute, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, Chicago Wilderness Corporate Council, the Illinois American Planning Association-Chicago Metro Section and Waubonsee Community College, as well as grants from Chicago Wilderness, the Community Foundation of Grundy County and the Grand Victoria Foundation.
Seminar registration is $55 per person and includes all sessions, a binder of resource materials and the opportunity to network with regional conservation design leaders. Continental breakfast and box lunches will be served. The registration deadline is Aug. 29. Space permitting, late registrants will be accepted at a cost of $65 per person. Online registration and downloadable forms for faxing/mailing are available at www.theconservationfoundation.org. For more information, contact Carrie Thompson at cthompson@theconservationfoundation.org or 630-428-4500, Ext. 10. 
###
The Conservation Foundation, a nonprofit land and watershed protection organization, is dedicated to preserving open space and natural lands, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of the environment in northeastern Illinois. Established in 1972 by business and community leaders, it is the only environmental organization to receive the 2008 Annual Award for Business Excellence from The Business Ledger. Working closely with citizens, elected officials, developers, land use planners, park districts and forest preserves, The Conservation Foundation has helped protect more than 30,000 acres of open space. The Conservation Foundation has more than 4,500 donors and members. Its main office is at the 60-acre McDonald Farm in Naperville, Ill., with a program office located at the Dickson-Murst Farm in Montgomery, Ill. For more information about activities, programs and membership, visit www.theconservationfoundation.org or call 630-428-4500.
Attention Editors: For full seminar brochure, including detailed information on sessions, visit www.theconservationfoundation.org. Working members of the press are invited to attend the seminar at no charge, but must pre-register as space is limited; a pdf of resource binder materials will be available online following the event. For press registration, contact Cathy Sivak, GreenMark Public Relations, csivak@greenmarkpr.com or 262-859-9514.  







