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The Conservation Foundation Receives Second Consecutive 

Top Rating from Charity Navigator
NAPERVILLE, Ill. (Sept. 9, 2008) – Charity Navigator, the nation’s largest nonprofit evaluator, has awarded The Conservation Foundation a second consecutive Four-Star Rating, its highest honor, for the Foundation’s ability to efficiently manage and grow its finances. Only 17 percent of charities have received this honor for two or more consecutive years.
“The Conservation Foundation consistently executes its mission in a fiscally responsible way and outperforms most other charities in America,” said Ken Berger, president and CEO, Charity Navigator.  “This ‘exceptional’ designation differentiates The Conservation Foundation from its peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their trust.”

Specifically, Charity Navigator’s rating system examines two broad areas of a charity’'s financial health – how responsibly it functions day to day as well as how well positioned it is to sustain its programs over time. Each charity is then awarded an overall rating, ranging from zero to four stars.

Charity Navigator evaluates the financial health of more 5,300 charities. It is a 501 (c)(3) organization that accepts no advertising or donations from the organizations it evaluates, ensuring unbiased evaluations. Charity Navigator, www.charitynavigator.org, can be reached by calling 201- 818-1288, or by mail at 1200 MacArthur Boulevard, 2nd Floor, Mahwah, N.J. 07430.
###
The Conservation Foundation, a nonprofit land and watershed protection organization, is dedicated to preserving open space and natural lands, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of the environment in northeastern Illinois. Established in 1972 by business and community leaders, it is the only environmental organization to receive the 2008 Annual Award for Business Excellence from The Business Ledger. It has received Four-Star Ratings in 2007 and 2008 from Charity Navigator. Working closely with citizens, elected officials, developers, land use planners, park districts and forest preserves, The Conservation Foundation has helped protect more than 30,000 acres of open space. The Conservation Foundation has more than 4,500 donors and members. Its main office is at the 60-acre McDonald Farm in Naperville, Ill., with a program office located at the Dickson-Murst Farm in Montgomery, Ill. For more information about activities, programs and membership, visit www.theconservationfoundation.org or call 630-428-4500.
