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Voters: Environment Top Priority Even in Difficult Economy

LCV Education Fund Presents Summary at The Conservation Foundation Event
NAPERVILLE, Ill. (Oct. 27, 2008) – More than three-quarters of Americans – regardless of party affiliation – regard global warming as a serious threat, said Tony Massaro, senior vice president, political affairs and public education, League of Conservation Voters (LCV) Education Fund, Washington, D.C. Half believe environmental issues should be given priority, even in a difficult economic climate.
Massaro, whose group leverages democracy to improve environmental policy and advocates for voter education on environmental issues, provided a summary of voter views on top environmental issues during his keynote address last week at a public dinner and environmental award presentations hosted by The Conservation Foundation, Naperville, Ill. The event was sponsored by long-term Foundation supporter Waste Management, headquartered in Houston.
About 60 percent of voters agree global warming is caused by humans, Massaro said. Divided by party affiliation results are 72 percent Democrat and 45 percent Republican. 
“Registered voters believe global warming is real, serious, happening and caused by humans,” he added. “Large majorities across party lines support action on global warming.” 
Nearly 50 percent of voters believe protection of the environment should be given priority, even at the risk of curbing economic growth, Massaro said, citing a CNN/Opinion Research Corporation Poll. 
“The League of Conservation Voters Education Fund hopes that clean energy jobs are part of the economic stimulus package being proposed in November,” he said. “Either President Obama or President McCain will need both the League of Conservation Voters and the public collectively to improve the environment.”
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Massaro also noted that voters have strong views on:
Global Warming – 68 percent deem global warming as personally important, 61 percent believe the government should do more and 77 percent perceive global warming as a “very serious” or “somewhat serious” threat. (ABC News/Planet Green/Stanford University and League of Conservation Voters 2008 public opinion polls) 

Energy Policy – 81 percent polled believe the U.S. energy policy is on the wrong track and broad, big change energy policies are most popular. (League of Conservation Voters 2008 public opinion polls)
Domestic Power – Americans prefer development of alternate energy sources to off-shore oil drilling, but 62 percent do favor domestic drilling with only 28 percent indicating the cost and risks are too great. (League of Conservation Voters 2008 public opinion polls, CBS News/New York Times Poll)
Massaro said the league’s polling found that candidate proposals generating the broadest and deepest support are those that center on investment in alternative energy production, fuel efficient and hybrid vehicles, energy efficient appliances, cracking down on speculators and ending tax subsidies to oil companies. 
“The League of Conservation Voters Education Fund’s most important legislative goal is the passage of a Global Warming Bill in 2009-2010 at the federal level,” he said. “We need a defined energy policy that includes renewable electricity and reduced carbon emissions for automobiles.” 
Environmental Awards
The event also highlighted local environmental and sustainable development efforts with The Conservation Foundation’s presentation of recognition to three separate recipients: 
· JFNew, a full-service ecological solutions firm based in northern Indiana, was recognized for its contribution to the native landscaping at the Robert C. Clow Education Center at the Foundation’s Naperville campus, including the installation of a demonstration rain garden.  
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· Itasca Bank, celebrating its 60th year in business, received special recognition for its ongoing financial support of conservation initiatives in DuPage County.  
· The Forest Preserve District of Will County received the organization’s Sustainable Development Award in honor of its new Sugar Creek Administration Center in Joliet.
###

The Conservation Foundation, a nonprofit land and watershed protection organization, is dedicated to preserving open space and natural lands, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of the environment in northeastern Illinois. Established in 1972 by business and community leaders, it is the only environmental organization to receive the 2008 Annual Award for Business Excellence from The Business Ledger. It received consecutive Four-Star Ratings, the highest bestowed, in 2007 and 2008 from Charity Navigator. Working closely with citizens, elected officials, developers, land use planners, park districts and forest preserves, The Conservation Foundation has helped protect more than 30,000 acres of open space. The Conservation Foundation has more than 4,500 donors and members. Its main office is at the 60-acre McDonald Farm in Naperville, Ill., with a program office located at the Dickson-Murst Farm in Montgomery, Ill. For more information about activities, programs and membership, visit www.theconservationfoundation.org or call 630-428-4500.
Attention Editors: The League of Conservation Voters (LCV) Education Fund presentation by Tony Massaro is posted at www.theconservationfoundation.org. To request a copy or for high-resolution photos of The Conservation Foundation’s environmental award recipients, contact Laura Glaza at lglaza@theconservationfoundation.org or 630-428-4500, Ext. 25. 

About Tony Massaro:

Massaro is responsible for overseeing all political campaigns, lobbying and policy, communications and public education for the League of Conservation Voters Education Fund. He has more than 25 years experience in environmental politics, including more than 100 campaigns, and has been with the League of Conservation Voters since 2005.
