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Buck the Buckthorn Threat 
The Conservation Foundation Says Late Fall Ideal for Invasive Plant Species Removal 
NAPERVILLE, Ill. (Nov. 24, 2008) – Native plants are being crowded out statewide by the invasive buckthorn plant. The sale or planting of buckthorn was made illegal by its designation an exotic weed on July 10, 2003, by Illinois House Bill 0666. But buckthorn continues to thrive.  

Late fall is the ideal time to eradicate buckthorn, according to experts at The Conservation Foundation, one of the oldest and largest environmental organizations in northeastern Illinois. Identification and removal of buckthorn plants is simplified in late fall, as leaves are retained later than many other similar plants, and dormancy of other plants in the areas where buckthorn prefers to grow simplifies identification and removal. 

Common buckthorn is a shrub or small tree that can grow up to 22 feet tall with a trunk up to 10 inches wide. The bark is gray to black and features thorns of up to ½- to ¾-inches in length. The upper surface of leaves is a dark, glossy green very late into the season. Fall also produces the buckthorns’ small, black, seed-bearing fruits (about ¼-inch in cross-section), which typically drop directly beneath the shrubs to create dense stands. Buckthorns especially thrive in moist soil, like that typically found along rivers and streams. The plants crowd out the native plants, which help control erosion on stream banks. 
Buckthorn is a challenging threat to woodlands and wetlands because the plants:

· Form an impenetrable vegetation understory that tends to out-compete native plants for nutrients, light and moisture, preventing natural forestation. 
· Threaten the future of forests, wetlands, prairies and other natural habitats over the long term.
· Contribute to erosion by shading out other plants that grow on the forest floor.
· Lack “natural controls,” such as insects or disease that would curb growth.

- more -
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Buckthorn was originally imported from Europe as a quick-growing ornamental tree.  It has not been sold in the United States since the 1930s, when it was found to be a carrier of various plant diseases. 
The Conservation Foundation recommends concentrating on removal near natural areas to protect and promote native plant growth. Where plants are sparse, such as individual plants along river or field edges, the quickest and most environmentally-friendly removal method is mechanical – digging, pulling or chopping them out of the ground. Buckthorn up to 3/8-inch diameter pulls out most easily. 
Although plants don’t re-sprout from underground roots, cut stumps tend to re-sprout.  Stumps should be treated with herbicide, which can successfully control re-sprouting. For fall eradication, concentrated doses of glyphosate herbicide contained in such commercial products as Roundup® should be applied immediately to cut stumps using a hand sprayer or brush.  Careful and wise use of herbicides is always recommended, however. Read and follow label instructions carefully, and wear recommended personal protective gear and clothing.

For more information on buckthorn and other invasive plants, contact The Conservation Foundation at 630-428-4500 or visit www.theconservationfoundation.org.

###

The Conservation Foundation, a nonprofit land and watershed protection organization, is dedicated to preserving open space and natural lands, protecting rivers and watersheds, and promoting stewardship of the environment in northeastern Illinois. Established in 1972 by business and community leaders, it is the only environmental organization to receive the 2008 Annual Award for Business Excellence from The Business Ledger. It received consecutive Four-Star Ratings, the highest bestowed, in 2007 and 2008 from Charity Navigator. Working closely with citizens, elected officials, developers, land use planners, park districts and forest preserves, The Conservation Foundation has helped protect more than 30,000 acres of open space. The Conservation Foundation has more than 4,500 donors and members. Its main office is at the 60-acre McDonald Farm in Naperville, Ill., with a program office located at the Dickson-Murst Farm in Montgomery, Ill. For more information about activities, programs and membership, visit www.theconservationfoundation.org or call 630-428-4500.
Editors, Please Note Image Availability: High-resolution images of the buckthorn plant are available on request; contact Laura Glaza at 630-428-4500, Ext. 25 or lglaza@theconservationfoundation.org.

