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“I Had My Likeness Taken” 
Rare Portrait Exhibit at Kenosha Civil War Museum
Limited Run Civil War Portrait Photography Exhibit Captures Moments in Time, Opens June 6 
KENOSHA, Wis. (April 28, 2009) – Vignettes from time are showcased in the exhibit “I Had My Likeness Taken…Portrait Photographs from the Civil War,” opening Saturday, June 6, in the John M. Antaramian Gallery at the Civil War Museum, Kenosha, Wis. 

An urgency to record the times combined with technical breakthroughs created a photography boom during the American Civil War era. This rare collection of 1850-1870 Civil War Museum portrait photographs, combined with privately-owned items, allows bright-eyed young soldiers in fresh uniforms, ladies in Sunday best gowns and grizzled war-weary veterans to speak across the centuries. 
Homesick soldiers exchanged portraits by mail with spouses, family, friends and lovers, most often accompanied by a letter explaining “I had my likeness taken.” The carefully-staged photographs reveal haunting awareness of the potential for loss along with unspoken messages of patriotism, friendship, hope, pride, weariness, love, fear and aggression. 
 The exhibit features period ambrotype, tintype and carte de visite portrait methods. The historic examples are showcased with digitally-enhanced enlargements to offer intimate, up-close portraits of each subject. Accompanying displays provide details on the uniforms, clothing and weapons depicted. 
Ambrotypes are created inside the camera on transparent glass plates with black backings, while tintypes are created on a thin iron plate. Both create one-of-a-kind images. The French carte de visite method evolved to create multiple image prints mounted on 2.5-inch by 4-inch cardstock. It became the standard medium for soldier portraits and calling cards.
Photographer Steve Ingrahm will offer visitors the chance to have a tintype likeness taken during the Civil War Museum’s second annual “A Salute to Freedom” family events,
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Friday through Sunday, June 12-14. Ingrahm will create tintype portraits from noon to 5 p.m., Sunday, June 14, on the museum’s west lawn (alternate location inside museum). 
“A Salute to Freedom” celebrates the history, people and stories of the Civil War’s impact on the Upper Midwest. Through interactive events, the weekend will showcase the Lincoln Bicentennial and a theme of freedom in everyday life during the American Civil War. Visitors can enjoy re-enactors, period crafts, live eagles, music, theatrical presentations and hands-on activities.

Presented by Kenosha Public Museums, the family-friendly “A Salute to Freedom” also marks the one-year anniversary of the opening of the Civil War Museum and completion of the museum’s permanent “The Fiery Trial” exhibit. The “I Had My Likeness Taken…Portrait Photographs from the Civil War” exhibit will be open through March 30, 2010. 
 “A Salute to Freedom” is free and open to the public, as is admission to the Civil War Museum, 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis. There is a $5 fee for adults to visit “The Fiery Trial” exhibit. Members of Kenosha Public Museums and children 15 and younger are admitted free of charge. School groups and tours are welcome; program fees apply. Convenient on-site parking is free.
For further information about the photography exhibit or “A Salute to Freedom” weekend events, call the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.

###
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan in downtown Kenosha, the Civil War Museum opened in June 2008 as part of the Kenosha Public Museums to showcase a unique presentation of the Civil War connections between the Upper Midwest home front and the battle front. Through state-of-the-art museum technology, life-size diorama, and interactive exhibits, visitors travel back in history to the social, political and economic influences that contributed to the Civil War and influenced the Upper Midwest region, specifically Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Indiana and Michigan. The 15,000-sq. ft. permanent exhibit gallery showcases significant Civil War artifacts important to the regional and national Civil War story through life-scale, interactive exhibits as well as audio and video technology. It tells the stories of those whose lives were changed by the Civil War and how those people shaped the course of American history. Kenosha Public Museums is accredited by the American Association of Museums and is a Smithsonian affiliate. Located at 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis., 53140, the Civil War Museum is open noon to 5 p.m. Sunday and Monday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. For further information, contact the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org. For more about Kenosha, visit the Kenosha Area Convention & Visitors Bureau site at www.kenoshacvb.com. 

Editors, please note: High-resolution images from the “I Had My Likeness Taken…Portrait Photographs from the Civil War” exhibit, the Civil War Museum and the museum logo are available on request. For more details, contact Cathy Sivak, GreenMark Public Relations, at 262-859-9514 or csivak@greenmarkpr.com.   
