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Celebrate “A Salute to Freedom” at Civil War Museum, Kenosha, Wis.
Event Schedule Honors Lincoln Bicentennial and Explores Civil War Era Freedoms, June 12-14 

KENOSHA, Wis. (April 30, 2009) – Celebrate the history, people and stories of the Civil War’s impact on the Upper Midwest at the second annual “A Salute to Freedom” family event June 12-14 at the Civil War Museum in Kenosha, Wis. 
The weekend events will focus on the Lincoln Bicentennial with a theme of freedom in everyday life during the American Civil War. The celebration also marks the one-year anniversary of the opening of the Civil War Museum and completion of the museum’s permanent “The Fiery Trial” exhibit. 
“A Salute to Freedom” Schedule of Events 

Friday, June 12 (Ticketed after-hours museum event)
6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. ~ “Spirit of Freedom” features conversations with Civil War luminaries of our time, ongoing beverage and food stations provided by select restaurants and caterers, meet and greet President and Mrs. Lincoln (re-enactors Max and Donna Daniels), Freedom Hall.
7:15 p.m. ~ Showcase presentation by Chicago-area journalist and Civil War historian Bill Kurtis and Civil War re-enactor Michelle Martin. Features film clips from Kurtis’ documentary and first person interpretation by Martin. Advance registration required for this fundraising event; tickets $100, Freedom Hall. 
Saturday, June 13 (Museum hours, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.)

9 a.m. – 5 p.m. ~ Ongoing exhibits including “The Fiery Trial” and exhibit gallery content interpreters. New “I had my likeness taken...Portrait Photographs from the Civil War” exhibit in the John M. Antaramian Gallery (opens June 6).  
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. ~ Meet-and-greet President and Mrs. Lincoln with photo opportunities, museum lobby; cannon artillery display, east lawn; and re-enactors in period dress.
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. ~ 18th Century craft fair featuring soap makers, weavers, tatters, spinners, tintypes and more, west lawn. 
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Saturday, June 13 continued
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. ~ Free family activities including “Lincoln Scavenger Hunt,” resource center; “Create Your Own Lincoln,” classroom; and “Make a Lincoln Beard,” classroom.

11 a.m. – 4 p.m. ~ Regimental Volunteer Band of Wisconsin creates music of the Civil War era with authentic and reproduction antique instruments, second floor, west alcove.
11 a.m. ~ “Eagle & Friends” interactive live eagle and birds of prey program by the Schlitz Audubon Nature Center, DaimlerChrysler Hall at adjacent Kenosha Public Museum.
12 p.m. ~“Ida B. Wells,” Civil War Museum Theatre Program presents the civil rights activist, daughter of slaves and founder of one of the country’s first black newspapers, seminar room.
1 p.m. ~ “Old Abe and the 8th Wisconsin” hands-on, kid-friendly presentation by Peter Jacobsohn, DDS, discusses “Old Abe” the eagle mascot of the 8th Wisconsin and features show-and-tell from his private historical collection, Freedom Hall.
2 p.m. ~ “Caroline Quarrlls,” Civil War Museum Theatre Program depicts Underground Railroad with escaped slave Caroline Quarrlls as she traveled through Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan to reach freedom in Canada, sending hand-written letters to her "conductor" (now part of the permanent “The Fiery Trial” exhibit), seminar room 

3 p.m. ~ “Lincoln & the Iron Brigade” by Lance Herdegen, well-known Civil War author, historian and content consultant for the Civil War Museum, Freedom Hall.   

4:30 p.m. ~ Kenosha Pops Band Patriotic Concert, uplifting outdoor concert with stunning views of Lake Michigan. Limited seating or bring lawn chairs, Civil War Museum terrace.
Sunday, June 14 (Museum hours, Noon – 5 p.m.)
Noon – 5 p.m. ~ Ongoing exhibits including “The Fiery Trial.” New “I had my likeness taken...Portrait Photographs from the Civil War” exhibit in the John M. Antaramian Gallery (opens June 6).  
Noon – 5 p.m. ~ Meet-and-greet President and Mrs. Lincoln with photo opportunities, museum lobby. Have your photograph taken the old-fashioned way by tintype photographer Steve Ingrahm, west lawn (alternate location inside museum). 
Noon – 4 p.m. ~ 18th Century craft fair featuring soap makers, weavers, tatters, spinners, tintypes and more, west lawn. 
Noon – 4 p.m. ~ Free family activities including “Lincoln Scavenger Hunt,” resource center; “Create Your Own Lincoln,” classroom; and “Make a Lincoln Beard,” classroom.
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Sunday, June 14 continued
12:30 p.m. ~ “President Lincoln on Flag Day” features brief speech Lincoln gave in honor of Flag Day, delivered by Lincoln re-enactor Max Daniels, Freedom Hall.
12:30 p.m. ~ “Eagle & Friends” interactive live eagle and birds of prey program by the Schlitz Audubon Nature Center, DaimlerChrysler Hall at adjacent Kenosha Public Museum.

12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. ~ Civil War era guitar music by Ed Merriman, second floor west alcove.

1 p.m. ~ “Collecting Lincoln” by Dan Weinberg of The Lincoln Bookstore, Chicago, stories from collecting Lincoln memorabilia in the preeminent Lincoln bookstore, Freedom Hall.
2 p.m. ~ “Cordelia Harvey,” Civil War Museum Theatre Program showcases the ‘Wisconsin Angel’ Cordelia Harvey’s campaign to convince President Lincoln to provide funding for hospitals and medical care for Wisconsin soldiers, seminar room.
3 p.m. ~ “President Lincoln on Flag Day” features brief speech Lincoln gave in honor of Flag Day, delivered by Lincoln re-enactor Max Daniels, Freedom Hall.

“A Salute to Freedom” is free and open to the public, as is admission to the Civil War Museum, 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis. There is a $5 fee for adults to visit “The Fiery Trial” exhibit. Members of Kenosha Public Museums and children 15 and younger are admitted free of charge. School groups and tours are welcome; program fees apply. Convenient on-site parking is free. Milwaukee NBC affiliate WTMJ 4 is the official television sponsor of “A Salute to Freedom.”
To register for the June 12 evening fundraiser or for further information about the weekend’s activities, contact the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org.
###
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan in downtown Kenosha, the Civil War Museum opened in June 2008 as part of the Kenosha Public Museums to showcase a unique presentation of the Civil War connections between the Upper Midwest home front and the battle front. Through state-of-the-art museum technology, life-size diorama, and interactive exhibits, visitors travel back in history to the social, political and economic influences that contributed to the Civil War and influenced the Upper Midwest region, specifically Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Indiana and Michigan. The 15,000-sq. ft. permanent exhibit gallery showcases significant Civil War artifacts important to the regional and national Civil War story through life-scale, interactive exhibits as well as audio and video technology. It tells the stories of those whose lives were changed by the Civil War and how those people shaped the course of American history. Kenosha Public Museums is accredited by the American Association of Museums and is a Smithsonian affiliate. Located at 5400 First Ave., Kenosha, Wis., 53140, the Civil War Museum is open noon to 5 p.m. Sunday and Monday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. For further information, contact the Civil War Museum at 262-653-4141 or visit www.thecivilwarmuseum.org. For more about Kenosha, visit the Kenosha Area Convention & Visitors Bureau site at www.kenoshacvb.com.  
Editors, please note: For high-resolution images depicting the Civil War Museum and its exhibits, or a digital file of the museum logo, contact Cathy Sivak, GreenMark Public Relations, at 262-859-9514 or csivak@greenmarkpr.com.    
