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Youth Services’ New Garden to Serve 
At-Risk Kids and Their Families
$100,000 Landscape Donated by Chalet of Wilmette, Opening July 20

WILMETTE, Ill. (July 20, 2009) – Thousands of kids at Youth Services of Glenview/Northbrook, Glenview, Ill., now have a beautiful new wellness garden in which to play, work through issues and learn.


Valued at $100,000, the garden was donated by Chalet Landscape, Nursery and Garden Center, Wilmette, Ill., as part of the “Win a Landscape for a Cause” contest co-sponsored with North Shore magazine this past spring. Chalet’s Friendship Garden is nestled at the back of the Youth Services’ new 20,300-square-foot home at 3080 W. Lake Ave., near The Glen.

The garden opens officially on July 20, when a “gardening corps” of 10 members of the Youth Services’ Boys and Girls Clubs will plant 55 tomato, bean and cucumber plants. They will get veggie planting and care tips from Scott Thalmann, Chalet’s vegetable gardening expert. Produce from the garden will be harvested and donated to needy families in the area.
Using a blend of therapeutic recreation and traditional counseling tools, Youth 

Services, founded in the early 1970s, provides prevention and intervention services to at-

risk children of all ages, regardless of socio-economic status. Its 30-plus programs are currently housed in four cramped trailers. In August, Youth Services will move into its newly-constructed home, located on 1.62 acres of land donated by the Village of Glenview. Nancy Bloom, Youth Services’ executive director, says Chalet’s Friendship Garden will provide retreat-type space in which clients can feel at home in a nurturing, caring and safe environment.


“It will provide beautiful areas where kids can sit and privately talk with their counselors, as well as open green spaces where they can play,” she says. 

- more -
Chalet Friendship Garden//Add One
 
Through horticulture therapy, plants improve health, mood, creativity and productivity. Research shows that just viewing plants can result in positive changes in blood pressure, heart activity, muscle tension and brain electrical activity, and can reduce anxiety and stress and help alleviate depression. 

“This garden will give the young people we serve the message that they are important enough to have a beautiful and friendly atmosphere in which to grow,” Bloom adds. “It will say, ‘You are special and we care about you.’”

“Win a Landscape for a Cause” Contest
The award provided for a landscape or garden that serves the public good and is the culmination of the contest announced in North Shore magazine last November. To qualify, applicants also had to represent non-profit groups or organizations, be located on Chicago’s North Shore and demonstrate need for the space. Thirty-four entities (see list below), including schools, park districts and social service organizations, competed for the prize through an extensive application process. 

Chalet’s team of landscape architects and designers spent dozens of hours reviewing applications and interviewing prospective winners. The list was narrowed to seven finalists, then to four before Youth Services was selected, primarily because of its ability to reach many people with special needs. Stan Seianas, Chalet senior landscape architect, says the process was emotional.
“The effort these organizations put into their applications was staggering,” he says. “Each cause is so worthy. I didn’t think it would be so hard to give away a $100,000 garden.”


For Chalet, the contest is another way to give back to a community that it’s called home for more than nine decades.


“We feel called to give back to the community that has supported us for so many years,” says Larry Thalmann, III, Chalet president. “It’s the right thing to do.”
- more -
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Contest ~ Applicants

In addition to Youth Services of Glenview/Northbrook, the following distinguished North Shore entities submitted applications for consideration:

Allendale Associates




Lake Bluff Elementary School


Avoca west Elementary School


Lambs Farm

Baker Demonstration School



McKenzie School PTA

Chicago Botanic Garden



Music Institute of Chicago

Children’s Home + Aid



New Trier High School

Christian Heritage Academy



Orchard Village

City of Evanston/Parks and Recreation

Pathways Center

City of Highwood




The Grove - Glenview

City of Lake Forest – Town Line Community Park
Truman College

Cook Memorial Public Library District

Village of Mundelein

Equestrian Connection, NFP
Village of Wilmette – 

Public Works Department          

Evanston History Center



Washington Elementary School

Evanston Township High School


Wilmette Historical Museum

Fremont Education Foundation


Wilmette Park District

Friends of Ryerson Woods



Winnetka Public School Nursery

Glenbrook South High School


Village of Glenview

Kingsley School, Evanston
“It’s great to be involved with a company that finds ways to give back to the community,” says Eric Braun, Chalet landscape designer. “It’s a unique opportunity to do something that really matters. To be involved with a project that can touch an entire community is something not many designers get a chance to do.”

North Shore magazine’s September issue will profile the completed garden. Information about Youth Services of Glenview/Northbrook is online at http://www.youthservices-gn.org/.

Chalet’s garden and retail center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill. Its landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet also operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis., developing branded products for launch this spring. For information, call 847-256-0561. Or, visit the company online at www.ChaletNursery.com.

###
Chalet is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 92-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.
Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos are available on request to illustrate this story. For other photos and downloadable news releases, please visit GreenMark Public Relations, Inc. at http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/chalet/. If you have additional needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please contact Cynthia Greenwood at cgreenwood@greenmarkpr.com or 847-404-8404. 

