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Get Ready for Spring with Chalet’s Free Education Series
Pick up tips on pruning, veggie gardens, hot new plants, and much more
WILMETTE, Ill. (Nov. 23, 2009) – Chalet, an award-winning landscape, nursery and garden center on Chicago’s North Shore, presents a free education series on gardening and garden design topics from Jan. 15 through March 27, 2010. Lectures, which often include slide presentations and demonstrations, are held at the Chalet Education Center, 3132 Lake Ave., Wilmette, Ill., on most Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
The schedule for free (except where noted) winter lectures is as follows:
· Jan. 15 and Jan. 16: Helping Birds in Winter
Survive Chicago winters by helping and enjoying birds. Learn meaningful things you can do to help birds around the house, in the yard, at work, on the road and in the wild. Everyday activities have an impact on the lives of birds – make it a positive one. 
· Jan. 22 and 23: No lectures; Mid-Am Horticulture Trade Show 

· Jan. 29 and 30: Jennifer Brennan’s Favorite Flowering Houseplants
Learn about the plants that lured Jennifer Brennan, Chalet horticulture information specialist, into the horticulture world. There is nothing like a beautiful flowering houseplant to make you smile and brighten winter. Become friends with basic and unusual flowering plants that will be grace your collection for years. Identification, cultural requirements and pest control will be covered. 
· Feb. 5 and 6: Houseplant Renewal: Repot, De-bug and Fertilize
Foliage plants start to show signs of “cabin fever” by midwinter. Jennifer Brennan, Chalet horticulture information specialist, shares simple steps that will rescue your houseplants just in time for the active growing season. She will explain and demonstrate insect monitoring and control, re-potting, pruning and fertilizing.
· Feb. 12 and 13: Orchids with Hermann Pigors
Learn about the best types of orchids for the home, as well as lesser known varieties to add to your collection. Hermann Pigors of Oak Hill Gardens, Dundee, Ill., has raised orchids for many years and shares his secrets on repotting, light requirements and fertilization. The Feb. 12 lecture is for beginners, while the Feb. 13 session is for advanced orchid growers. 
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· Feb. 19 and 20: Pruning for Beginners
Get ready for March, the best month of the year for pruning, by learning about proper pruning techniques for trees, shrubs and evergreens and the best tools to use. Jennifer Brennan, Chalet horticulture information specialist, will show you which tools to use and proper techniques for using them. 
· Feb. 26 and 27: Felco Pruner Sharpening and Cleaning Workshop with Sam Darin    Get your Felco pruning shears in shape with “The Tool Man,” Sam Darin. He will guide you through the steps to disassemble, reassemble, adjust, sharpen, clean and oil your shears. After this workshop you will always be able “to keep your edge.” Please pre-register and pay a materials fee (includes pruner grease, oil, brass brush and sharpening files) of $34.99 plus tax. To register, call 847-256-0561, ext 225 or 230.
· March 5 and 6: Vegetables 101 with Scott Thalmann
Chalet vegetable gardening expert Scott Thalmann walks participants through the process, starting with the selection of the best vegetable varieties for the Chicagoland area. He shares practical tips and easy solutions for germinating and growing transplants, planting them successfully in the garden and growing them for an abundant harvest.
· March 12 and 13: Chalet’s 2010 “Plant of the Week” Introductions
Chalet’s Perennial Manager Freya Wellin started the popular “Chalet Plant of the Week” program three years ago with her “continuous planting = continuous color” concept. This lecture gives you an early introduction to exceptional plants grown locally at Chalet’s farm. Plants are available at a special weekly price throughout the growing season for a garden that is always in color. Get the schedule and plan your wish list for 2010.
· March 19 and 20: Creating Eco-Gardens in Residential Landscapes with Dennis Paige
Learn how one suburban community became the first “residential” association in the Chicago Wilderness organization. The association turned its lawn into an unfolding range of multi-season color using prairie, woodland and wetland wildflowers, forbs, sedges and grasses. Dennis Paige is owner of Swiftdeer Paige, an Earth caring enterprise offering green lifestyle and native landscaping consultation. He has been an interpretive naturalist and restorationist at Spring Valley Nature Center in Schaumburg for more than 20 years.
· March 26 and 27: Jim Nau’s Favorite Plants for 2010
Jim Nau is back by popular demand with his picks of “must-have” annuals and perennials for the 2010 garden. Learn why they are his favorites and how he cares for them. Jim is manager of the Ball Horticultural Company’s garden in West Chicago, Ill.   
Lectures are generally free with no registration required. Tapes of each lecture can be rented for $3 for three nights. For questions about the series, contact Brennan at 847-256-0561, ext. 225, or at jenniferb@chaletnursery.com.
Since 1997, the goal of the primarily free public education series has been to provide timely, current and accurate horticultural information as a service to Chalet customers. The series reaches 3,000 adults and 700 children annually and regularly attracts industry leaders as guest lecturers. Education seminars are led by Brennan, who has a degree in ornamental horticulture and is an Illinois Certified Nursery Professional. The company’s “education center” and online resources offer customers tips and ideas on a broad range of subjects, from lawn care and pest control to caring for roses and creating a vertical garden.
                                                             ###
Chalet is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. In 2009, these include the Judges’ Award from the Illinois Landscape Contractors Association and four gold medals for landscape design/construction and maintenance; the Revolutionary 100 National Award from Today’s Garden Center magazine, placing the company No. 1 in the country for community stewardship, customer service practices, employee training and incentive programs, industry contributions, marketing activities and profitability; two gold medals as part of the 2008 Retail Awards competition from the Illinois Green Industry Association; and  the 2008 Ecology Award from Opportunity Secure Data. Chalet is the No. 1 single outlet independent garden center in Illinois and No. 3 in the country for 2008 by Nursery Retailer Magazine. The 92-year-old company was named the most innovative garden center in America in 2007. The garden center is located at 3132 Lake St. in Wilmette, Ill., just off the Edens Expressway. Chalet’s landscape division is housed on a 28,000-square-foot complex on 16 acres in North Chicago, Ill. Chalet operates a 183-acre growing farm in Salem, Wis. For information, call 847-256-0561 or visit www.ChaletNursery.com.
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