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Park District Thinking Spring with Nike Sports Complex Expansion
More multi-use turf fields to serve recreation needs of residents, community sports 
  NAPERVILLE, Ill. (Feb. 1, 2010) – Snow is still blanketing turf and frigid temps continue to blast the area but the Naperville Park District is thinking spring, with progress moving forward on the Nike Sports Complex planned expansion at Mill Street and Diehl and Bauer Roads. 
Once completed, residents and Naperville youth can look forward to 20 additional acres on the site for recreational use and organized games. In addition to new natural turf fields for soccer, football and lacrosse, the Complex will include the District’s first premier lighted artificial turf field. The complex also will include courts for tennis, basketball and volleyball, as well as a playground, walking and bicycle trails, and a cricket pitch. A small maintenance building will provide park support.
“Naperville is a very active community. Completing the sports complex expansion will help meet the needs of community athletic organizations on the north side of town, and it will provide residents of all ages with active recreational space,” says Eric Shutes, Naperville Park District’s director of planning. 
Land adjacent to the existing Nike Sports Complex was purchased for expansion because of its size, location, availability and proximity. It is easily accessible and is contiguous with the existing sports complex. 

The expansion and ultimate design is based on resident feedback and input solicited from the community during District-sponsored public meetings, as well as recommendations contained in the Open Space and Recreation Master Plan. The plan 
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addresses responsible lighting on the property and includes a landscaped berm; entry into the new area from Mill Street, with a traffic light; and a dry bottom detention pond to assist in collecting storm water runoff. 

One of the first steps in the development process was the removal of trees and underbrush from the site, completed last fall in consultation with certified arborists, engineering consultants, landscape architects and wildlife specialists. Trees located along the perimeter and existing ball field may be preserved as part of the project. New trees will be installed throughout the site and as part of the landscaped berm.
The Park District will appear before the city’s Plan Commission on Wednesday, Feb. 17, to seek annexation of the land purchased in 2007 for the expansion. Once the Plan Commission votes on the annexation, it will go before the City Council for approval. Groundbreaking for the expanded complex is expected after that, with an opening for the facilities targeted in 2011. 

The Naperville Park District is home to 139 parks totaling more than 2,500 acres. Parks appeal to a wide variety of residents’ interests and needs, including environmental stewardship, conservation, recreation, sports, fitness, gardening, and river and trail walks.

Naperville residents can view the Nike Sports Complex expansion plan and get additional information about the project online at www.napervilleparks.org, or may call 630-848-5000.
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About the Naperville Park District: Created in 1966, the Naperville Park District is an independent, municipal agency serving the recreation needs of its residents. As a leader in providing leisure experiences that enhance the quality of life for the community, the District maintains and operates more than 2,500 acres with 130+ parks and facilities and provides more than 900 recreational, arts and environmental programs and special events annually. Included within the District’s operations are two championship golf courses, a multitude of courts and sports fields, two inline skating and skateboarding facilities, the Millennium Carillon, a paddle boat quarry, historic Centennial Beach, and the beautiful Riverwalk.

