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Enjoy Season’s Colorful Palette of Educational Experiences
Lurie Garden, Spring/Summer 2010    


CHICAGO (Feb. 09, 2010) – Visitors of all ages from around the world flock to the Lurie Garden in Millennium Park for free hands-on workshops, lectures, nature walks and more all year long. The spring and summer programming schedule follows:

Free Family Workshops

Family workshops are held in the fourth floor conference room of the Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St., unless otherwise noted. Children must be at least six years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497) to register. All workshops include a walk in the Lurie Garden.
Saturday, April 17, Re-Purposed Planters, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Turn a Ziploc bag, pop bottle and newspaper into a fun and functional planter. Then add seeds to make your own home garden.

Saturday, May 15, Plant Power! How Plants Can Heal, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Discover the healing power of herbs and make plant-based surprises to take home. Led by Teri “Cricket” Owens, registered nurse and expert herbalist.

Saturday, June 12, Magic of a Seed, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Wander the Lurie Garden in the early days of summer. Learn about seeds and how they grow, then plant a few seeds of your own. Led by Kirsten Akre from Kilbourn Park Organic Greenhouse.

Saturday, July 24, Things with Wings: Bees, Butterflies and Birds, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 


Get to know the bees, butterflies and birds that spend their days in the Lurie Garden. Then create craft-based projects to take home. 
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Sunday, Aug. 8, Flavors of the Garden, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Make some kid-friendly, garden-inspired snacks for a picnic in the Lurie Garden. Led by Purple Asparagus, an organization that educates families on eating fun, healthy foods.
Free Adult Lectures
All lectures are held at 6 p.m. in the Millennium Park Room on the fifth floor of the Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St. Pre-registration is not required. 

Thursday, April 22, “Leps in the City”: A Discussion of Chicago’s Butterflies
Learn about Chicago’s butterflies and the challenges they face. Led by Midwest butterfly expert Doug Taron, who serves as curator of biology, vice president of conservation and research, Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum.

Thursday, May 13, Rain Barrels for Beginners
Rain barrels are a great way to capture water that might otherwise be lost. Learn why rain barrels are important, and how to obtain, install and maintain one. Led by Lyndon Valicenti, Department of Environment, City of Chicago.  

Thursday, June 3, Planning a Garden for Birds & Wildlife
Discover how planting natives can turn your garden into a healthy, vibrant haven for a wide variety of birds and insects. Led by Sheryl DeVore, environmental journalist and author of Birds of Illinois. 

Thursday, July 15, Implementing the Design for the Lurie Garden
Learn how Terry Guen of Terry Guen Design Associates, Inc. installed the Lurie Garden’s plantings based on Piet Oudolf’s designs. 
Thursday, August 26, Native Shrubs, Trees & Woodies for a Midwest Garden
Join this hands-on discussion with Connor Shaw, owner of Possibility Place Nursery, on the best performers of the season, including live plant specimens from his nursery.
Adult Hands-On Workshops

Adult workshops are held from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the fourth floor conference room of the Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St. Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497) to register. All workshops are free and include a walk in the Lurie Garden. 

Saturday, April 17, Introduction to Worm Composting 

Learn everything you need to know about “vermicomposting.” Garden designer Bill Shores will cover information on worm biology, worm bin options, bin setup, appropriate sites, indoor vs. outdoor bins, feeding maintenance, trouble shooting and pest management. The workshop also will discuss harvesting and using worm compost. 
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Saturday, May 15, Desert in the City
Bring cacti and succulents closer to home in a dish garden. Using reclaimed glass containers, combine a magic mix of soil with interesting and colorful desert plants. Taught by Jackie Riffice of Prairie Godmothers. 
Saturday, June 5, Bee Walk and Talk in the Garden
Join us for this unique opportunity to walk through the Lurie Garden with UIC biology professor Alan Molumby, an expert on urban bees and wasps. Learn which species frequent the garden and the interesting adaptations of everything from the honey bee to the cicada killer wasp. 

Saturday, June 26, Hands-on Introduction to the Lurie Garden’s Plants 

Tour the Lurie Garden with the always engaging and incredibly knowledgeable Roy Diblik, owner of Northwind Perennial Farm and the Lurie’s official plant grower. 

Saturday, Aug. 14, Healing Properties of Native Plants
From early times to the present, indigenous peoples have known that accessing a plant’s medicine begins with a good relationship. Learn how to reconnect with plants and how to use the many native plants around us to keep you healthy. Led by Sally Wagoner, RN, BSN and director of wellness, American Indian Center.  
Special Evening Workshop

Thursday, July 22, Inspired Garden Photography, 6 p.m. 

Work with a professional from the Chicago Photography Center in the Lurie Garden to improve your camera skills. Learn how to make the best use of light and compose a great photograph. Take home a printed photograph, new skills and inspiration. Fee for materials and instructor is $20. Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-5519 to register. 
Informal Programs in the Lurie Garden
Guided Walks
Sundays only from May 9 through Sept. 20 (except on July 4), 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Learn more about The Lurie Garden during free 20-minute guided walks with University of Illinois Extension Master Gardeners. Discover native plants, Chicago symbolism in the garden’s design and perennials that can be easily grown in the home garden. Tours leave every 15 minutes, rain or shine, from the south end of the boardwalk. Pre-registration is not required.

Ask Me

Thursdays and Fridays from May 13 through Sept. 24, 12 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. Volunteers are stationed at the south end of the boardwalk to answer questions about the Lurie Garden. 

Annual Bulb Day

Sunday, May 2, from 10 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.  

The Lurie Garden’s beautiful flowering bulbs are the focus of the day. Pick up a handout on 12 of the best varieties for home gardening, talk with volunteers and/or request a guided walk. 
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Private Garden Walks

Garden clubs and other groups can arrange guided walks through the Lurie Garden by contacting Melanie Scott at 312-742-5518 or at melanie.scott@cityofchicago.org.  


The Lurie Garden is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities. For more information, visit www.millenniumpark.org. 

Visit www.luriegarden.org or more information about The Lurie Garden, including programming, seasonal highlights, plant features and design elements. 

###
About The Lurie Garden

The Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park is a leader in cutting-edge design, responsible gardening practices and dynamic public programming in an urban environment. The garden offers a four-season experience blending Chicago’s past, present and future with bold design, dramatic form and intimate spaces. An urban model of responsible horticulture, the Lurie Garden provides a healthy habitat for a wide variety of plants and wildlife. A diverse group of people from all over the world enjoy the garden’s rich palate of free educational experiences. Created by the founders of Millennium Park, the Lurie Garden is owned by the City of Chicago and is sustained by a generous endowment from Ann Lurie. For more information, visit www.luriegarden.com. 
About Millennium Park

Millennium Park, managed and programmed by the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, is an award-winning center for art, music, architecture and landscape design. The result of a unique partnership between the City of Chicago and the philanthropic community, the 24.5-acre park features the work of world-renowned architects, planners, artists and designers.  Among Millennium Park’s prominent features are the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert venue of its kind in the United States; the interactive Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the contemporary Lurie Garden designed by the team of Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Piet Oudolf and Robert Israel; and Anish Kapoor’s hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture.  Since its opening in July 2004, Millennium Park has welcomed more than 20 million people, making it one of the most popular destinations in Chicago.

For more information about Millennium Park, please contact Jill Hurwitz at 312-742-1149 or at jhurwitz@cityofchicago.org.

Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos are available on request. For photos and other downloadable news releases, please visit GreenMark Public Relations, Inc. at http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/theluriegarden. If you have additional needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please contact Cynthia Greenwood at cgreenwood@greenmarkpr.com, or call 847-404-8404, mobile.

