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Coaches Say Kids Will Benefit from Nike Sports Complex Expansion 
More multi-use turf fields to serve needs of organized community youth sports 

NAPERVILLE, Ill. (April 6, 2010) – Naperville’s own international sports stars Evan Lysacek and Candace Parker grew up learning the value of teamwork and competitive courtesy. Area youth athletic coaches say the planned addition of 20 acres of field play at the existing Nike Sports Complex will get even more kids involved in the community’s record-winning teams – and help maintain its tradition of producing great sports athletes.

Several thousand people use the existing 25-acre Nike Sports Complex every year for organized play and recreation. With viable, active youth sports teams in the thriving community, Naperville is desperate for recreational field space on the north side of town. Land adjacent to the existing Nike Sports Complex was purchased for expansion in 2007 because of its size, contiguous location and ease of accessibility. 

“Expansion of the Nike Sports Complex is essential for furthering the park district’s mission of providing organized sport and play to the community,” says Brad Wilson, director of recreation. “The addition of fields within this area of Naperville demonstrates our commitment to meeting the needs of our residents and community athletic organizations.”

With the planned expansion at Mill Street and Diehl and Bauer Roads nearly doubling the facility’s existing size, amenities will include the district’s first lighted, synthetic turf field and multi-use fields for soccer, football and lacrosse. 
“Sport is a vehicle to get kids’ attention and teach life lessons,” says Kevin McBride, Blue Fire Soccer coach. “We teach how to handle success and failure. We teach that kids may not be able to control what the competition does but they always have control of their own preparation and effort. We teach how to respect teammates, 
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competition and refs. The confidence that they can set goals and achieve what they want as they get older is huge for these kids.”

When complete, the Nike Sports Complex expansion also will include lighted courts for tennis, basketball and volleyball as well as a playground, walking and bicycle trails and one of two cricket pitches in Naperville.

“Cricket is a great team sport that inculcates patience, hard work, teamwork and self-confidence,” says Sarti Krishnan, cricket enthusiast whose daughter is involved in district volleyball programs. “An individual will not perform well in the sport without patience and hard work and a team will not win consistently unless it plays well together. I hope the cricket pitch will be used for youth coaching camps, league games and practice sessions. Many people play the game for recreational purposes well into their 60s.”
Youth league representatives Dagmar Kauffman, AJAX F. C. Chicago, and Ed Leon, Naperville Soccer Association, are excited about the expansion’s inclusion of lighted, synthetic turf field.
“To be competitive with other big soccer towns like Schaumburg and Rockford it is surprising that we have not had a multi-purpose artificial turf field in the past,” Kauffman says. “Soccer is very popular in Naperville. It is very difficult to schedule games, especially in fall when there are no field lights available or the only field that does provide lights is not playable due to field conditions.” 

Krishnan says the Nike Sports Complex expansion is attractive for the range of recreational activities it provides. 

“People are going to come to play their sport of choice, but they will also sign up to play other sports because they will be exposed to them at the facility,” he says. “This is a major advantage of a multi-sport facility and serves the community well. The new facility will keep up this great tradition of the park district by producing sports stars of the future.”

 The Nike Sports Complex expansion is based on resident feedback during the acquisition process, at several public meetings and from recommendations contained in the Open Space and Recreation Master Plan. One of the first steps in the project’s development was installation of safety fencing and removal of trees and underbrush last 
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fall. Engineering plans were developed and the park site received a positive recommendation from Plan Commission earlier this year. Pending City Council approval on April 20, groundbreaking is anticipated this summer. An opening is targeted for 2011.
For more information about the Nike Park Sports Complex expansion, call 630-848-5000 or visit www.napervilleparks.org. The Web site features news updates, a site plan and frequently asked questions about the project. Please visit the Web site to also learn about Naperville Park District and its numerous public programs, seasonal events and services.
###
About the Naperville Park District: Created in 1966, the Naperville Park District is an independent, municipal agency serving the recreation needs of its residents. As a leader in providing leisure experiences that enhance the quality of life for the community, the District maintains and operates more than 2,500 acres with 130+ parks and facilities and provides more than 900 recreational, arts and environmental programs and special events annually. Included within the District’s operations are two championship golf courses, a multitude of courts and sports fields, two inline skating and skateboarding facilities, the Millennium Carillon, a paddle boat quarry, historic Centennial Beach, and the beautiful Riverwalk.
Caption below for photo attached:
The planned expansion is underway for the Nike Sports Complex. Naperville youth can look forward to 20 more acres on the north side of town for organized games and play.
(Photo courtesy Naperville Park District.)
