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Lurie Garden Offers Variety of Seasonal Strolls &Walks 

“Sense the Unexpected” in this Four-Season City Oasis

Open Garden Walks (Non-Guided) 

6 a.m. to 11 p.m. Daily, Memorial Day to Labor Day
Chicago’s ultimate showpiece garden is abloom and open daily from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Tour this five-acre garden that reflects the city’s motto, Urbs in Horto (“City in a Garden”), named for Chicago’s transformation from a flat, marshy area to a bold city. Stroll the Lurie Garden in early evening and note the dramatically lit, 15-foot-high Shoulder Hedge, which encloses the garden on two sides and protects the perennial plants within, including the iconic Salvia River of 2,000 blue-and-purple salvia plants that mimic a flower river in shape and undulation. A graceful, hardwood footbridge over shallow water divides the garden diagonally between “light” and “dark” plates. The Lurie Garden, which also offers special guided walks throughout the season, is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities. Visit www.luriegarden.org for more information, including programming, seasonal highlights, plant features and design elements. 
Scheduled Garden Walks 

10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Sundays, May 9 to Sept. 19*
Sundays get extra special during a series of weekly guided garden walks through the Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park. Starting on Mothers Day, May 9, the Lurie Garden will offer 20-minute guided walks and spectacular views of the iconic Salvia River, featuring 2,000 blue-and-purple salvia plants that mimic a flower river in shape and undulation. For a guided walk, arrive at the garden anytime between 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. and meet volunteers stationed 
- more -
Lurie Guided Walks//Add One
at the south end of the boardwalk. No registration or fee is required. (*Note: There is no guided walk on July 4, due to the national holiday). The Lurie Garden is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities. Visit www.luriegarden.org for more information, including programming, seasonal highlights, plant features and design elements. 
Evening Strolls at the Lurie Garden 

6 p.m., Tuesdays, May 18, June 22, July 13, Aug. 24 and Sept. 21

New in 2010! The Lurie Garden offers evening strolls against the beautiful backdrop of the Chicago skyline in summer’s irresistible dusk. During May and June, view the iconic Salvia River, featuring 2,000 blue-and-purple salvia plants that mimic a flower river in shape and undulation. Tour the spectacular garden in bloom while seeing and learning about beautiful birds of prey (on hand every stroll except for the September event). Evening strolls are scheduled on specific Tuesdays, June through September. Meet at the south end of the garden on the wooden walkway overlooking Monroe Street. No fee or registration is required. The Lurie Garden is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities. Visit www.luriegarden.org for more information, including programming, seasonal highlights, plant features and design elements. 
Bee Walk and Talk in the Garden 

10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Saturday, June 5

Learn what the buzz is about! Visit Chicago’s Lurie Garden in Millennium Park to learn about bees and wasps that buzz around the garden’s plants. Identify honey bees, Cicada Killer Wasps and more. The talk and walk is led by Dr. Alan Molumby, professor of biology, University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). The program is free, but advance registration is required by calling 312-742-TIXS (8497). The Lurie Garden is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by 
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CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities. Visit www.luriegarden.org for more information, including programming, seasonal highlights, plant features and design elements. 
Hands-on Introduction to the Plants of Lurie Garden 

10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Saturday, June 26
Tour the Lurie Garden with someone who knows it from the roots up: Roy Diblik, owner of Northwind Perennial Farm and official plant grower for the Lurie Garden. Diblik will guide visitors through the garden and share his wealth of knowledge about this five-acre gem in the city’s Millennium Park. The program is free, but space is limited to 20 people total. Advance registration is required by calling 312-742-TIXS (8497). The Lurie Garden is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities.  Visit www.luriegarden.org for more information, including programming, seasonal highlights, plant features and design elements. 
###

About The Lurie Garden
The Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park is a leader in cutting-edge design, responsible gardening practices and dynamic public programming in an urban environment. The garden offers a four-season experience blending Chicago’s past, present and future with bold design, dramatic form and intimate spaces. An urban model of responsible horticulture, the Lurie Garden provides a healthy habitat for a wide variety of plants and wildlife. A diverse group of people from all over the world enjoy the garden’s rich palate of free educational experiences. Created by the founders of Millennium Park, the Lurie Garden is owned by the City of Chicago, managed by Millennium Park, Inc., and is sustained by a generous endowment from Ann Lurie. For more information, visit www.luriegarden.com. 
 
About Millennium Park
Millennium Park, managed and programmed by the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, is an award-winning center for art, music, architecture and landscape design. The result of a unique partnership between the City of Chicago and the philanthropic community, the 24.5-acre park features the work of world-renowned architects, planners, artists and designers. Among Millennium Park’s prominent features are the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert venue of its kind in the United States; the interactive Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the contemporary Lurie Garden designed by the team of Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Piet Oudolf and Robert Israel; and Anish Kapoor’s hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture. Since its opening in July 2004, Millennium Park has welcomed more than 20 million people, making it one of the most popular destinations in Chicago.
 
For more information about Millennium Park, please contact Jill Hurwitz at 312-742-1149 or send an email to jhurwitz@cityofchicago.org.

 
Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos are available on request. For other downloadable news releases, please visit http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/theluriegarden. If you have additional needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please call Lynn Petrak at 708-945-0415, or send an email to lpetrak@greenmarkpr.com.

