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Past and Present Come Full Circle at Historic Seager Park
Site’s Planned Renovation Provides for Recreational Play, Environmental Education
NAPERVILLE, Ill. (June 15, 2010) – An interpretive center for education programming and nature exploration is among the new and improved amenities in the planned renovation of Naperville’s historic Seager Park, 1163 Plank Road.
 “Seager Park is an emerald on Naperville’s north side,” says Eric Shutes, director of planning with the Naperville Park District. “It’s ideal because of its multi-use capabilities as an intimate recreation space for private gatherings, as well as its diversity for study as an environmental laboratory. Our goal is to provide a range of recreational and learning opportunities for community residents, in a space that has traditionally been used for nature’s enjoyment, while further exploring the park’s many ecological gifts.”
The now 30.9-acre site, rich in local history, was once the hunting grounds of the Potawatomi and, as recently as the early 1970s, home to Camp Seager, owned by the United Methodist Church. Naperville Park District purchased the land from the church in 1989. Development of the planned renovation is expected to begin later this summer. 
It’s no surprise why the park’s typography has been prized by human settlers for hundreds of years. Critical wetlands and a 24-acre natural woodland support its ecosystem and wildlife biodiversity. When it opens in the fall of 2011, the interpretive center will house preschool classes, summer camps, field trips and other special events led by park district staff. 
The interpretive center building will bridge the historic nature of the park land with forward-thinking conservation technologies. Designed according to Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards, its green features will include a natural ventilation system, natural and energy efficient lighting, dual flush toilets, sensor faucets, air hand dryers and native plantings to filter and slow storm water. 
- more -
Seager Park // Add One
Minimal disturbance to the site overall is achieved by constructing the building on the existing basketball court, which, with the volleyball court, will be repositioned within Seager Park. By doing this, preservation of the critical wetland stream, and the biodiversity of the park overall, is maintained.
Other new amenities will include a wildflower garden, detention basin with native plantings, new trees and shrubs in the landscaping, and an exercise and walking trail through the woodlands. A small backstop will be installed for pick-up games, t-ball and coach-pitch practice. The current fire pit, council ring and basketball and volleyball courts will be upgraded and the parking lot redesigned. The existing picnic pavilion will remain and the current restroom building converted to storage.

In addition to the interpretive building, the exercise and walking trail will be another highlight of the new Seager Park. Fostering a desire to experience nature first-hand, through organized play or individual exercise, is part of Naperville Park District’s mission. In addition to providing enjoyment and exercise to people of all ages, the six-foot-wide trail, consisting of a layer of limestone screenings, will meet accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
The renovation plan is the result of a series of public meetings and is funded with assistance from the Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) grant program. Review and approval of the entire project by the City of Naperville and DuPage County is anticipated this summer.

“Seager Park is home to thousands of native woodland plants, thriving shrubs and mature oak and maple trees that stand like timeless sentinels on the park’s land,” says Peggy Pelkonen, project manager for the Naperville Park District. “It will be exciting to share the rich experience of the park with visitors in an enhanced way.”
For more information about the Seager Park renovation, call 630-848-5000 or visit www.napervilleparks.org. The Web site features news updates, the site plan and frequently asked questions about the project. Please visit the Web site to also learn about Naperville Park District and its numerous public programs, seasonal events and services.
###
About the Naperville Park District: Created in 1966, the Naperville Park District is an independent, municipal agency serving the recreation needs of its residents. As a leader in providing leisure experiences that enhance the quality of life for the community, the District maintains and operates more than 2,500 acres with 130+ parks and facilities and provides more than 900 recreational, arts and environmental programs and special events annually. Included within the District’s operations are two championship golf courses, a multitude of courts and sports fields, two inline skating and skateboarding facilities, the Millennium Carillon, a paddle boat quarry, historic Centennial Beach, and the beautiful Riverwalk. 
