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Late-Summer Programs Offer Fun for All Ages at Lurie Garden

August through September 2010 
              
CHICAGO (June 23, 2010) – As August brings forth summer’s bounty and September heralds another change in season, the Lurie Garden in Millennium Park welcomes visitors from all over the world to its beautiful grounds and popular programs. Here are offerings for late summer 2010, including hands-on workshops, lectures and garden walks: 
Free adult lecture:

Native Shrubs, Trees & Woodies for a Midwest Garden

Thursday, Aug. 26, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Location: Fifth floor Millennium Park Room, Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.
Program: Join this hands-on discussion with Connor Shaw, owner of Possibility Place Nursery, on the best performers of the season, including live plant specimens from his nursery. Pre-registration not required. All lectures are free and include a walk in the Lurie Garden. 
Free adult hands-on workshop:
Healing Properties of Native Plants
Saturday, Aug. 14, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Location: Fourth floor conference room, Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St. 

Program: From early times to the present, indigenous peoples have known that accessing a plant’s medicine begins with a good relationship. Learn how to reconnect with plants and use the many native plants around us to keep you healthy. Led by Sally Wagoner, RN, BSN and director of wellness, American Indian Center. Note: Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497) or visit www.luriegarden.org to register. All workshops are free and include a walk in the Lurie Garden.
 

Free family workshop:

Flavors of the Garden

Sunday, Aug. 8, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: Fourth floor conference room, Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St. 

Program: Make some kid-friendly, garden-inspired snacks for a picnic in the Lurie Garden. Led by Purple Asparagus, an organization that educates families on eating fun, healthy foods.
Note: Children must be at least 6 years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497) or visit www.luriegarden.org to register. 
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Adult hands-on workshop:

Bulbs: Planting in Fall and Forcing in Winter

Saturday, Sept. 11, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Location: Fourth floor conference room, Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: The best blooms come to those who wait – and plan! Join Jennifer Davit, director of the Lurie Garden, as she shares her best tips for planting and tending to bulbs in fall and winter. Note: Space is limited and pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497) or visit www.luriegarden.org to register. All workshops are free and include a walk in the Lurie Garden.
Free family workshop:

Sketching in the Garden

Saturday, Sept. 11, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: Fourth floor conference room, Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St. 

Program: Where imagination meets the beautiful outdoors: combine the best of art with nature at this special family workshop, led by Bonnie Tawse of the Lurie Garden. Children will take home their garden-inspired masterpieces. Note: Children must be at least 6 years old and accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is required. Call 312-742-TIXS (8497) or visit www.luriegarden.org to register. 
Free adult lecture:

All Things Wild and Sustainable in the New Global Garden

Thursday, Sept. 23, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Location: Fifth floor Millennium Park Room, Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St.

Program: Inviting a bit of authentic wildness into your garden will result in a more dynamic landscape full of life, richly livable and truly sustainable. Drawing from his new book, The Wild Garden: Expanded Edition, and recent international travels, Rick Darke will illustrate wild gardening from William Robinson’s time in England to 21st Century America. Event is co-sponsored by the Winnetka Garden Club. Pre-registration not required. All lectures are free and include a walk in the garden. 
Other ongoing activities in the Lurie Garden:
Guided Walks in the Lurie Garden
Sundays only through Sept. 20, 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Learn more about the Lurie Garden during free, 20-minute guided walks with Lurie Garden volunteers. Discover native plants, Chicago symbolism in the garden’s design and perennials that can be easily grown in the home garden. View the iconic Salvia River, featuring 2,000 blue-and-purple salvia plants that mimic a flowing river in shape and undulation. Tours leave every 15 minutes, rain or shine, from the south end of the boardwalk. Walks are free and open to the public. Pre-registration is not required. 

Evening Strolls in the Lurie Garden 

Tuesdays, Aug. 24 and Sept. 21, 6 p.m.
The Lurie Garden offers evening strolls against the beautiful backdrop of the Chicago skyline in summer’s irresistible dusk. View the iconic Salvia River, featuring 2,000 blue-and-purple salvia plants that re-blooms in mid-August and mimics a flowing river in shape and undulation. Tour the spectacular garden in bloom while seeing and learning about majestic birds of prey, courtesy 
of the Illinois Raptor Center, and how raptors can thrive in an urban setting. Meet at the south end of the garden on the wooden walkway overlooking Monroe Street. Strolls are free and open to the public. Pre-registration is not required. 
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Stories and Songs with Shana Harvey

Tuesdays, Aug. 17 and Sept. 14, 6 p.m. to 6:45 p.m.

This fun program is just for toddlers, preschoolers and their families and caregivers at the Lurie Garden. Young children can explore plants from the garden, listen to a story and sing and dance. Guests are encouraged to bring a blanket and snacks or supper. Note: Meet at south end of the boardwalk overlooking Monroe Street. All children must be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is not required.

“Ask Me” Days
Thursdays and Fridays, through Sept. 24, 12 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Volunteers are stationed at the south end of the boardwalk to answer questions about the Lurie Garden. 

The Lurie Garden is located at the southeast corner of Millennium Park, near the corner of Columbus Drive and Monroe Street. Millennium Park is easily reached by CTA and adjacent public parking is available. Millennium Park is universally accessible to patrons with disabilities. 

For more information, visit www.millenniumpark.org.  

Visit www.luriegarden.org for more information about the Lurie Garden, including programming, four-season highlights, plant features and design elements. 

###

 About The Lurie Garden
The Lurie Garden in Chicago’s Millennium Park is a leader in cutting-edge design, responsible gardening practices and dynamic public programming in an urban environment. The garden offers a four-season experience blending Chicago’s past, present and future with bold design, dramatic form and intimate spaces. An urban model of responsible horticulture, the Lurie Garden provides a healthy habitat for a wide variety of plants and wildlife. A diverse group of people from all over the world enjoy the garden’s rich palate of free educational experiences. Created by the founders of Millennium Park, the Lurie Garden is owned by the City of Chicago, managed by Millennium Park, Inc., and is sustained by a generous endowment from Ann Lurie. For more information, visit www.luriegarden.com. 
 
About Millennium Park
Millennium Park, managed and programmed by the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, is an award-winning center for art, music, architecture and landscape design. The result of a unique partnership between the City of Chicago and the philanthropic community, the 24.5-acre park features the work of world-renowned architects, planners, artists and designers. Among Millennium Park’s prominent features are the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the most sophisticated outdoor concert venue of its kind in the United States; the interactive Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the contemporary Lurie Garden designed by the team of Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Piet Oudolf and Robert Israel; and Anish Kapoor’s hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture. Since its opening in July 2004, Millennium Park has welcomed more than 20 million people, making it one of the most popular destinations in Chicago.
For more information about Millennium Park, please contact Jill Hurwitz at 312-742-1149 or send an email to jhurwitz@cityofchicago.org.
 
Editors, please note: High-resolution digital photos of the Lurie Garden are available on request. For other downloadable Lurie Garden news releases, please visit http://greenmarkpr.com/clients/theluriegarden. If you have additional needs for interviews, illustrations or content, please call Sue Markgraf at 847-970-9160, or send an email to smarkgraf@greenmarkpr.com.

